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THE INQUIRER, 


were the worst of the seven deadly sins. But we live in an age 
of publicity ; and in any case, if our services and other activities 
are not occasionally mentioned in the Press, how will those 
‘from outside our ranks ever know what is going on in our 


* 


raightforward advertising, of course, is another matter. 
Most local papers have a section of their advertising columns 


churches ? 


while to let the local papers know about it. We should not hide 


our lights under bushels—or we shall never be known outside 
a comparatively narrow circle. : 


COMMENT 


days of the 16th and 17th centuries. Suc 
of the Indonesian Government in training guerilla troops 
to infiltrate into Dutch New Guinea, to create discontent and 
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historical or architectural associations. But the temple Sir 


John Kotelawala visited was just an ordinary plain London 
terrace house, with the ordinary pillared portico and stucco 
painted yellow, which has been bought and furnished as a 
shrine for Buddhists resident permanently or temporarily in 
London. 

The monk in charge, dressed in the usual saffron-coloured 
robes, sat beside the altar whilst the Prime Minister recited the 
Five Buddhist Precepts, and then, after offering chrysanthe- 


soul replaces that of the state of the stock markets as a topic 
of polite conversation. After all, that is just one way of putting 
first things first. Probably we Westerners err far too much on 
the side of reticence. 


Two Great Anniversaries 


The Christian Register, our American contemporary, con- 
tains in its latest issue several articles referring to the life 
work of Francis David, the founder of Unitarianism in Tran- 
sylvania, who at the Diet of Torda, in 1568, persuaded the 
King John Sigismund, to grant complete toleration to Catholics, 


2 


if 
devoted to churches ; but it is doubtful whether this really mum blooms at the shrine, Sir John knelt and touched his . 
* does much to attract outsiders, save for special occasions. head three times on the carpet. There is a great revival of | 
Events like anniversaries, carol services, harvest festivals and = Buddhism in Ceylon and some of the other countries of South- | 
the like are probably worthy of an inch or two of advertising ; East Asia, of which the London shrine is a result; but it is an . 
but it is not sure that week-by-week advertising of the ordinary unusual thing in the eyes of the average European, to see such + 
routine of services produces any results at all. importance attached to an external act of devotion. . 
As far as the local papers are concerned, regular advertis- The whole action may be symbolic of the coming import- | 
ing will not secure space in the editorial columns—though there ance of Buddhism as a world religion. In the past, we know, | 
are some suspicious souls who say that it does. Unless the it has been often associated with crass superstitions; but they al 
events of the church have that quality called news value, they are not an essential part of the faith; and it may be that the | 
will not essential of Buddhist faith will scrutiny of 
secure some space. 4 am or a moment suggesting th modern science philosophy much more easily than some . 
of the activities of the churches should be designed with the of the most cherished doctrines of orthodox Christianity. I | 
Press in mind, but I am suggesting that when something takes have heard it said that in Burma—and possibly the same is 
true of Ceylon—among the Buddhists the condition of one’s | 
By-Products of the Cold War | 
"THE preoccupation of the great Powers with the Cold War, 2a 
and their natural disinclination to make quarrels whose | 
future ramifications cannot be foreseen, has led to some | 
Lutherans, Calvanists and Unitarians alike. On November 
15, 1579, Francis David died in prison, where he was sent : 
largely as a result of a split between the Anti-Trinitarians i 
unrest give impression is a themselves. Some stood for the doctrine of Socinus, who held ; 
national rising against the Dutch Government, thus giving that Jesus should be worshipped; on the other hand, David 
some colour to Indonesia’s claims to Dutch New Guinea. As urged that he should not be worshipped, but that his teachings 
matter - inh tb ncn New Guinea should be followed. John Sigismund, the first and onl 
on One of them giadly accepted the advice of a former friend of | 
actions of Chile and the ine in establishing bases ir David to call a Diet in order to decide whether Jesus should be 
Antarctice scm of a similar character; and the latest attempt Worshipped or not in the Unitarian Churches. Those who 
Peru to confiscate whaling ships ‘ the high seas, miles supported the views of David were declared to be innovators, ; 
whom the land could not tolerate. David himself was cast 
: Som i that i of into a dungeon, but his health failed rapidly, and he died 
a high-handed action in a case tl is perfectly susceptible ~e | 
Korea’s claim to Takeshima Island, at present occupied by birth of St. Augustine of Hippo in November, 354. There are @ 
means of a postage stamp showing disputed island as not allow us to overlook his immense service to Christian 
Church. His great book, The City of God, one of the earliest 
she is making arrangements for Korean fishermen to use the philosophies of history, gave a philosophical and religious : 
island as a base and ts said to be planning the construction of background and justification, that immensely reinforced the i 
a harbour. Japan has offered to submit the question to the empirical instinct for dominion that circumstances had planted i 
International Court, but the offer has been rejected. . 
All these actions are only symptomatic of the unrest from a thousand years. his Pauline interpretations 
which the world is suffering to-day. One can hardly, however, logical of 
y some respect of Christian picty. No less a writer than 
te to fatty to civilization, by providing Western 4 
The Temple First Barbarians. He that Western Christianity a 
One sagnificant items of news tha } Abyssinian type” I have scen very | 
By of the death of one of the world's 
Landen Ol aden most formative minds, but probably i 1s felt that all was said 
his first act on his recent visit to London. Of course that could be said, at the commemoration, twenty-four years | 
statesmen often go to churches when abroad, but they usually ago, of his death m the year 430. " 
wait until Sunday or else the church visited is famous for its Commentator. : 
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me PLEASE BEFRIEND A FORGOTTEN CHILD... 
Refugee Children € Orphans in Urgent Need 


MANY FACE SUFFERING THIS WINTER 


stop a moment and think what it fate of countless children. From the 
means to be a refugee, driven from wwaifs searching for food among the 


home by war or now fac- Korean refuse dumps to the thousands 
at ing the winter friendless, cold and of orphans in Europe, these helpless is si 
RY ar often hungry in a dismal camp or victims of man’s inhumanity need ee 
_— ll primitive shack. This is still the fate someone to hold out a helping hand. ea 
of t of our fellow men and Will you? 
mae.) - women; and, most tragic of all, the 
SEND A HAPPY CHRISTMAS Conn 
| Now 10s. Helps One Child . . . 
like this, many 
a tamily, or an DISCARDED 
Noe despair. Please CLOTHING 
Ye one child or cne | 


Europe 

510: orphan 

= 
_ Send to: inquirer 

Bank, High 


FAMINE 


(Regd. War Charities 194) 


INCLUDE Dr. Gilbert Murray, O.M.. The Rev. H. J. 
Dr. Maude Royden, The Rev. Sidney Spencer, Sir Alan W. Pim (Hon. Treas.) 
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‘| 
Wearable clothing—even if in 
need of repair—for men, 
women and children (es- 
pecially men and boys). Send Rs *9 
to: Oxford/Inquirer, c/o Davies oe 
Tarner & Co., SOa, Bourne | 
! Street, Londen, S.W.1. 
necticut. This was followed by four days of : 
BY THE UNITARIAN YOUNG PEOPLE’S LEAGUE ings for both organizations, after which 
Many may follow us Another toured the Midwest. Two more _ | 
By Martin Dod — I joined the fifth, which went to South- 
Mr. Martin Dodson is the International Secretary of the We stopped for periods : 
Fellowship of Youth end President of its Cambridge Branch, at New York, Philadelphia, | 
also the first Vice President of the Religious Nashville, Memphis, Dallas, A 
Fellowship of liberal religious youth. He was not a Unitarian Colorado Springs, Oklahoma iH 
when he went to Cambridge, where he is now engaged in finished at the Southwest . ¥ 
research in geophysics. Texoma, ee i 
YYHEN first proposed, this summer's programme of the In- 
_® ternational Religious Fellowship seemed a rash undertak- drive-in hotel for motorists. ik 
he Ay the night. A round of picnics and other entertamments 3 
brought us into contact with many people, young and old, 
for all the visitors. It was for the wherever we stopped. It was sometimes strenuous and some- | 
times exhausting, but always an adventure. 4 
succeeded and seventeen Europeans set sail for the The American Liberal Religious Youth 4 
> Whatever idea we may have bed of American young 
> people, of mecting them ia Briain aod reading 
Fellowship of Youth as the British ond wus ty Gals impact 
come ed on every occasion, : 
we came together with two hundred young hoy attached the exricus side of Ge programms wih 
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